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I guess the only way to begin February’s message is to apologize. 
You see, since the middle of December, I remarked to anyone that 
asked that I was hoping for winter to actually appear this year. I 
was at least hoping for a white Christmas, and that didn’t come to 
fruition. To make matters worse, my daughters each got a 
snowman building kit for Christmas from my brother and his wife 
(which they were very eager to use) and it has done nothing but 
sit in the closet.  To me, if we’re not going to at least have some 

snow to play in, the cooler temperatures don’t have a lot of redeeming qualities. But, to 
be clear, I never asked for a polar vortex, the likes of which I don’t ever recall, to derail 
our lives for a full week.  
 

While we cannot control the weather or most decisions from Lansing, we can plan 
prudently so that if we find ourselves in similar situations in the future we have the 
proper protocol and procedures in place to navigate through those situations. 
We went from -30 degrees (with wind chill) to 50 degrees (as I write this) in the span of 
four days. 
 

We’ve all heard the joke about if you’re not happy with the weather in Michigan to just 
wait an hour, but a 60-degree fluctuation in the real temperature in a matter of days is 
beyond the realm of expectations, even for Michigan. In Berkley, there were residents 
displaced from their homes, pipes that froze, cars that wouldn’t start, and other 
disruptions as a result of winter’s latest show of force.  
 

Luckily for all, the vortex left town on Friday, leaving an absolutely perfect Saturday for 
Berkley’s WinterFest. Yet again, the Parks and Recreation Department, numerous 
volunteers, and many businesses in the city worked together to put on a wonderful 
event at a time when kids, and some adults, are eager to get back outdoors to more 
conventional winter activities.                                                                
                                                               (Mayor’s Message continued on page 2) 
                                                                         
                                                                          
 
 

February 2019 

Message from the Mayor 
Daniel Terbrack 

Stay Connected!    

If you want to receive the city 
newsletter, alerts related to water 
main breaks, snow events, road 
construction and other important 

notices, send your email address to: 
communications@berkleymich.net. 

Please put Newsletter Subscription in 
the subject line. 
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Scheduled Meetings 

at Berkley City Hall: 

City Council 7 PM 

February 4th 

 

Planning Commission  

7:30 PM 

February 26th   

ZBA 7 PM 

February 11th 

Watch City Council and Planning 

Commission meetings live on the 

city's website or on cable. (WOW-

ch. 10, Xfinity-Ch. 17). These 

meetings are also available, on-

demand, on the city's YouTube 

channel 3-4 days after the meeting. 

City Manager’s Office 
Matt Baumgarten 

Since the majority of Michigan’s electorate voted in favor of 
Proposal 1, individual municipalities have the option to decide 
whether recreational marihuana businesses should be allowed in 
their communities, and if so, what types of businesses should be 
permitted. 
 

Before making this important decision, Berkley City Council 
members want more information regarding the State of Michigan  

 

 
 

 

requirements for these types of businesses. They also want to engage residents in this 
discussion. To achieve this goal, a Special City Council Information Town Hall Meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, February 19 th, from 6:30 pm to 8 pm at the Community 
Center, 2400 Robina. At that time, residents will hear an update from the Michigan 
Municipal League and learn what steps the city might consider going forward. 
 

Resident will also have the opportunity to indicate their preference to allow, or not 
allow, the operation of recreational marihuana businesses in Berkley. With that 
information, the City Council can consider the next steps the city may pursue. 
Residents unable to attend the town hall meeting can participate in an online survey 
available on the city website: www.berkleymich.org. 
 

                                                               
 

mailto:communications@berkleymich.net
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/P2SQ8BJ
http://www.berkleymich.org/
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Chipper Service: From October through March, there is no set schedule for the chipper service. As a reminder, the chipper 
service is for branches over 4' in length and over 2" in diameter and it will be deployed based on department workload, brush 
volumes and weather conditions. If chipper service is needed, call DPW at 248-658-3490. 

Trash Toters: 96-gallon trash toters (cans) can be purchased for $60 each at the DPW. These are wheeled cans with attached 
lids that are dumped mechanically by the City refuse hauler. 

No Changes:  Garbage and recycling pick-up for the month of February will occur according to the regular schedule. 

Attention All Snow Birds:  Contact DPW to shut off water service if you’re headed south for the winter. This will prevent the 
possibility of pipes freezing while you’re away.  You can also provide a temporary mailing address so that utility bills can be sent 
directly to you during this time. 

Snow plowing season is here!  Residents and businesses are asked to follow these guidelines: 

Do not push or plow snow into the public street. 
Move parked vehicles off the street where there is  two or more inches of snowfall. 

Give road crews ample room to safely clear the streets. Snowplows need “room to groom.” 
 

 

Department of Public Works 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Scenes from 
WinterFest 2019 

Mayor’s Message, continued from page 1 

Luckily for all, the vortex left town on Friday, leaving an absolutely perfect Saturday for Berkley’s WinterFest. Yet again, the 
Parks and Recreation Department, numerous volunteers, and many businesses in the city worked together to put on a wonderful 
event at a time when kids, and some adults, are eager to get back outdoors to more conventional winter activities. 
 

The skating rink outside the Community Center was packed, the s’mores were the perfect mix of gooey marshmallow and melted 
chocolate, and the unicorn was happily giving rides to the little boys and girls that waited so patiently for a turn. Combine that 
with all of the great activities (and food!) inside, and it was truly a remarkable day for everyone to enjoy. And when we finally 
returned home from WinterFest, my daughters built three of the happiest snowwomen you’ll ever see. 
 

In non-vortex related business, the beginning of the year is always a bit disjointed for the city because of the holiday hangover, 
and the fact that there is only one regular council meeting in January, and one in February. Typically, these meetings tend to 

focus more on contracts, both intergovernmental and vendor, for the New Year, as well as authorizing the various events that 
the city will host in 2019. I should also mention that while council only has one regular meeting in January and February, if 
issues arrive that require the council to convene a special meeting could be called. 
 

At our meeting in January, the council approved support of an evaluation of the Complete Streets Lane Reduction on Coolidge. 
This support for the study came after council requested a much more in-depth overall plan, evaluation matrix, multidisciplinary 
panel, and other supporting information that was not submitted when the same agenda item appeared at the December 
meeting. Although the evaluation was approved unanimously by the council, I want to stress that it is only an evaluation, and it 
is only a restriping. If the desired results are not produced, or if there are unintended negative results, the council has the 
authority to restripe Coolidge back to its current configuration. 
 

I sincerely hope that we are all able to return to our regularly scheduled lives without too many lasting consequences of the 
vortex. Remember, spring is just around the corner and pitchers and catchers report in a couple weeks. Happy Valentine’s Day, 
and a great February!  
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City Offices 

Hours of Operation 
 

City Hall: 
Monday - Friday 
8:30 AM - 5 PM  

**Closed from 1 PM - 2 PM 
 

Department of Public Works:  
Monday - Friday 

7:30 AM to 3:30 PM 
 

Berkley Public Library  
Mon-Thurs: 10 AM - 8 PM 

Fri: 10 AM to 6 PM 
Sat: 10 AM to 3 PM 

Sun: Closed 
 

Community Center: 
Monday - Friday 

  8:30 AM to 5 PM 
  (call for evening and weekend hours) 

 

February Office Closures: 
February 18th - President’s Day 

It is always sad when familiar old friends leave us. That includes stores and 
restaurants that have become part of our lives. Sila's, which sadly closed up last year 
after serving Berkley residents for over 50 years, is still deeply missed. When these 
places do close, the Berkley Historical Museum tries to obtain items for their collection 
to help keep the good memories alive. Here is a plaque that hung in the restaurant for 
many years. Other fascinating items on display at the museum include the front doors 
from the Berkley Theatre, the menu board that hung in Nip N Tuck, and an entire 
cabinet of items from Baker's Drug Store. The new owners of the Sila's building have 
promised to donate to the museum the outside sign. We can hardly wait! 

 
The Berkley Historical Museum is 
located in the Historic Fire Hall, 3338 
Coolidge Highway. 
    
The museum is open to the public most 
Wednesdays from 10 am to 1 pm and 
most Sundays from 2-4 pm. 

 

 

Historical Museum 

Parks and Recreation 

February Programs & Classes 

 

ADULT CLASSES 

Boot Camp 

Mindfulness, Meditation and the Art of Self Care PiYO 
Sanchin Ryu Karate for Adults & Teens 14 & Up 
Self Defense for Women 
Yoga Blend 
Zumba 
 

SENIOR TRIPS & CLASSES 

Ford Factory Tour & Lunch 
Date: February 21st   Time: 9:15 am 
Cost:  $25 
 
Motor City Casino 
Date: February 13th  Time: 10 am 
Cost: $10 
 

Enhance Fitness 
Presented by Beaumont Hospital 
Tuesdays and Fridays, 9 am to 10 am 
To register, call 947-522-1133 
All classes are led by a trained professional 
Classes are free, space is limited. 
 
Chair Yoga 
Next sessions will start Monday, February 25th, and 
Thursday, February 28th 

Time: 11 am – 12 pm 

 

YOUTH CLASSES 

Abrakadoodle Doodlers 

Abrakadoodle Doodlers Plus 
Abrakadoodle Mini-Doodlers 
Advanced Gymnastics 
Babysitter Safety – Pet First Aid 
Babysitter Safety 
Babysitting/Home Alone 
Bear Lacrosse 
Jump-A-Rama Gymnastics 
Little Ninjas 
Tumble Tots 
Parent -Tot Playgroup 
Pillo Polo 
Sanchin Ryu Karate for Families & Grades K-8 
Self Defense for Children 
Skyhawks Soccer 

Superhero Nerf-Mania 
The Crafty Scientist 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

Mid-Winter Break Camp, February 18-19 
Residents: $38    Non-residents: $43 
Time: 8:45 am to 5 pm (Extended times available) 
 

Visit Berkley.maxgalaxy.net to register for programs and 
classes and to view ongoing fitness classes that are 
available throughout the month. 

 

http://www.berkleymich.org/explore_berkley/museum/index.php
http://berkley.maxgalaxy.net/Home.aspx
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Berkley Public Library 

 
                                 

 

ADULTS  

Origami Club at Berkley Library 
Monday, February 4th, from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm 
If you're interested in origami or are a seasoned folder, join 
us to learn and explore with like-minded individuals. 
 

An Introduction to Mindfulness Meditation 
Wednesday, February 6th, at 6:30 pm 
This introduction to meditation tries to open up a world of 
the present moment, the most important time of our lives. 
We will start with a short introduction followed by a 30 
minute guided, sitting meditation, and then with questions, 
answers and interesting experiences. Session led by Greg 

Sherburn.  
 

Afternoon Book Club 
Tuesday, February 12th, at 12:30 pm 
1984 by George Orwell  
 

Michigan’s Underground Railroad 
Wednesday, February 20th, at 6:30 pm 
Historian Willie W. Payne will be dressed in period costume 
and will use music, song, and projected photos of 
Underground Railroad stops to highlight places and people 
in Oakland and Wayne counties who assisted fugitive 
slaves until they could make it to Canada via the 
Underground Railroad. 
 

Berkley Reading Society 
Thursday, February 21st, at 6:30 pm  
The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah 
 

The Faygo Book by Joe Grimm      
Tuesday, February 26th, at 6:30 pm 
Learn how Faygo pop came to be, how it to become a 
giant independent bottler, and its tough choice between 
growing and staying. There will be photos from The Faygo  
Book, a pop quiz, some Faygo samples, and maybe a 
singalong. 
 

Free Tri-Community Coalition Naloxone Training 
Thursday, February 28th, at 6:30 pm 
Join the Alliance of Coalitions, Tri-Community Coalition and 
the Berkley and Huntington Woods Department of Public 
Safety for Naloxone training. Everyone 12 years and older 
will be trained on the proper administration of Nasal 
Naloxone. Everyone 18+ will receive a free Save a Life Kit 
and Naloxone. This training will be led by both Berkley and 
Huntington Woods Department of Public Safety. Register 
for this event by calling (248) 658-3440 or at 
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar 
 

TEENS 

Teen Craft: Valentine's Popup Cards 
Tuesday, February 12th, at 6:30 pm 
Learn how to make a flower bouquet popup card, and a 
twirling heart popup card. 

YOUTH 

Family Craft Night: Make Valentines 
Thursday, February 7th, at 6:30 pm 
We'll empty our craft cabinets, and you can create your own 
original valentines. We would love for you to come and get 
creative with us! Register by calling (248) 658-3440 or at 
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar. 
 

Family Movie: The Princess and the Frog  
Saturday, February 9th, at 11 am 
Hardworking and ambitious Tiana dreams of one day 
opening the finest restaurant in New Orleans. Her dream 
takes a slight detour when she meets Prince Naveen, who 

has been turned into an amphibian by evil Dr. Facilier. 
Mistaking her for a princess and hoping to break the spell, 
Naveen plants a kiss on poor Tiana -- thereby turning her 
into a frog as well. The pair hops along on an adventure 
through the bayous to seek the help of a powerful voodoo 
priestess. No registration required. The Princess and the 
Frog is rated G. We'll provide the popcorn! 
 

Family Evening Storytime 
Monday, February 25th, at 6:30 pm 
Come read, sing, and play with us! Stories and activities will 
target ages 2-6, but children of any age and their grown-ups 
and siblings are welcome. No registration needed. 
 

Lapsit Storytime 

Mondays at 10:30 am     Storytime runs through the week of 

February 18. Restart week of March 18. 
This storytime is for those from 6 months to 18 months, with 
a parent, grandparent or caregiver, for 20 minutes of stories, 
songs, and fingerplays and 25 minutes of playtime. No 
registration needed. 
 

Preschool Storytime 

Tuesdays at 10:30 am    Storytime runs through the week of 

February 18. Restart week of March 18. 
The program includes 30 minutes of stories, activities and a 
craft for ages 3-6. This storytime is for those who are able to 
participate without their adult in the room. Parents and 
others are asked to remain in the library during the program. 
No registration needed. 
 

Parent-Toddler Storytime 

Thursdays at 10:30 am     Storytime runs through the week 

of February 18. Restart week of March 18. 
This storytime is for ages 18 months to 3 years, with a 
parent, grandparent or caregiver, for 30 minutes of stories, 
fingerplays, songs, and activities. No registration needed. 

 

http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup/calendar
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What’s Up Downtown! 

Complete Streets: A Long-Term City of Berkley Strategy 

While the Coolidge Complete Streets Project (which includes lane narrowing and restriping, dedicated bike lanes, and wider and 
additional on-street parking) might seem like it’s a new idea to Berkley, it actually is the result of 12 years of strategic planning by 
both the City of Berkley and the Berkley Downtown Development Authority (DDA).   
 

The road to a Complete Streets Project, such as the Coolidge project, began with the City of Berkley’s Master Plan Update in 
2007. A Master Plan, or Comprehensive Plan, is a City’s blueprint for the future. It is a comprehensive document that is intended to 
guide the development in a City for the following 10 to 20 years. It presents a vision for the future, with long-range goals 
and objectives for all activities that affect the local government and the City’s quality of life. 
 

In the 2007 City of Berkley Master Plan update, a key objective for the future was Transit-Oriented-Development or TOD. Page 75 of 
the Master Plan states, “TOD strategies help to create a more livable and walkable community. This consists of land use patterns that 
promote travel by transit, bicycle, walking and ridesharing…” Multi-modal transportation, traffic calming, and a more walkable and 
healthier environment are key elements of the Master Plan’s Transportation Recommendations.  
 

The long-term TOD strategy laid out in the Master Plan was followed-up in 2010 by a Complete Streets Resolution. The 
Berkley City Council adopted Resolution R-48-10 declaring its support of “Complete Streets” policy on October 4, 2010. The Council 
then directed the Planning Commission to begin preparing a Master Plan amendment to include an expanded section on multi-modal 
transportation in accordance with the Michigan Planning Enabling Act.  
 

On May 22, 2012, the Council adopted the City of Berkley 2012 Multi-Modal Transportation Plan. The plan states on page one 
that, “Complete Streets are streets for everyone. They are designed and operated to enable safer access for all users. Pedestrians, 
bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and abilities must be able to safely move along and across a complete street. 
Complete Streets make it easy to cross the street, walk to shops, and bicycle to work.” 
 

The next step in the Complete Streets process was to transition the Complete Streets Resolution of 2010 to a Complete Streets 
ordinance in 2018. This change from a City Resolution to a City Ordinance meant that the City of Berkley Complete Streets strategy 
was now more than just a goal, it was in fact a permanent part of the City law.  Adopted by the Berkley City Council on March 5, 
2018, the Complete Streets Ordinance Article VI of Chapter 106 stated, “Streets that support and invite multiple uses, including safe, 
active, and ample space for pedestrians, bicycles, and transit are more conducive to the public life and efficient movements of people 
than streets designed primarily to move automobiles. Increasing active transportation (e.g., walking, bicycling and use public 
transportation) offers the potential for improved public health, economic development, a cleaner environment, reduced transportation 
costs enhanced community connections, social equity, and more livable communities.” 
 

In April of this year, we will see the first tangible results of over 12 years of strategic planning by the City of Berkley as it partners 
with the Downtown Development Authority to create a Complete Street Project on Coolidge Highway between 11 Mile and 12 Mile 
Roads. This project will transform Coolidge Highway from a four-lane, automobile-focused transportation corridor to a Complete 
Street three-lane configuration that will facilitate safe and friendly travel – not only for motorists, but for pedestrians, shoppers, 
visitors, cyclists, and emergency vehicles as well. 
 

Learn more about the Coolidge Complete Street project at www.DowntownBerkley.com/Coolidge-Highway 
 

 

http://www.downtownberkley.com/
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

27 28 29 30 31 February, 1 
9:00 am Senior 

Class: Enhance 

Fitness 

2 
12:00 pm 

WinterFest 2019 

3 4 
10:30 am Lapsit 

Storytime 
5:30 pm Origami 

Club 
7:00 pm City 

Council Meeting 

5 
9:00 am Senior 

Class: Enhance 

Fitness 
10:30 am 

Preschool 

Storytime 

6 
6:30 pm Citizens 

Engagement 

Advisory 

Committee 
6:30 pm An 

Introduction to 

Mindfulness 

Meditation 

7 
10:30 am Parent-

Toddler Storytime 
6:30 pm Family 

Craft Night: Make 

Valentines 

8 
9:00 am Senior 

Class: Enhance 

Fitness 

9 
10:00 am 

Valentine's Bake 

Sale 
11:00 am Family 

Movie: The 

Princess and the 

Frog 

10 
4:00 pm 

Historical 

Committee 

11 
10:30 am Lapsit 

Storytime 
7:00 pm Zoning 

Board of Appeals 
7:00 pm Tree 

Board Meeting 

12 
9:00 am Senior 

Class: Enhance 

Fitness 
10:30 am 

Preschool 

Storytime 
12:30 pm 

Afternoon Book 

Club 
6:30 pm Teen 

Craft: Valentine's 

Popup Cards 

13 
8:30 am DDA 

Meeting 
10:00 am Senior 

Trips: Motor City 

Casino 

14 
10:30 am Parent-

Toddler Storytime 
7:00 pm Parks and 

Recreation 

Advisory Board 

15 
9:00 am Senior 

Class: Enhance 

Fitness 

16 

17 18 
City Offices 

Closed - 

President's Day 
Library Closed - 

President's Day 

19 
9:00 am Senior 

Class: Enhance 

Fitness 
10:30 am 

Preschool 

Storytime 
6:30 pm Town 

Hall Meeting 

20 
6:30 pm 

Technology 

Advisory 

Committee 
6:30 pm 

Michigan's 

Underground 

Railroad 

21 
9:15 am Senior 

Trip: Ford Factory 

Tour & Lunch 
10:30 am Parent-

Toddler Storytime 
6:30 pm Berkley 

Reading Society 

22 
9:00 am Senior 

Class: Enhance 

Fitness 

23 

24 25 
11:00 am Senior 

Classes: Chair 

Yoga 
6:30 pm Family 

Evening 

Storytime 

26 
9:00 am Senior 

Class: Enhance 

Fitness 
6:30 pm "The 

Faygo Book" by 

Joe Grimm 
7:30 pm Planning 

Commission 

Meeting 

27 
6:30 pm Chat with 

Matt 

28 
11:00 am Senior 

Classes: Chair 

Yoga 
6:30 pm DDA 

Master Plan Open 

House 
6:30 pm 

Environmental 

Advisory 

Committee 
6:30 pm Free 

Naloxone Training 

  

  

 

Reminder: Special City Council Informational Town Hall Meeting 
February 19th from 6:30-8 pm at the Community Center 

See City Manager’s message on page 1 for details 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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